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SECRET STATE 1 16259 


Message Text 


EXDIS, FOR CHARGE NELSON, CAPETOWN FOR EMBASSY 


E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ENRG, MNUC, PARM 

SUBJECT: SOUTH AFRICA NUCLEAR PROBLEM: SMITH VISIT 

REE: A) SECTO 4099, B) SMITH-SOLE MEMCON 

APRIL 28, 1978 

1 . YOU SHOULD TAKE FIRST AVAILABLE OPPORTUNITY TO RAISE 
WITH BRAND FOURIE THE SUBJECT OF THE SECRETARY’S OEFER TO 
HAVE AMBASSADOR SMITH COME TO SOUTH AERICA FOR TALKS ON 
NUCLEAR QUESTIONS (REF A). 

2. ON QUESTION OF TIMING, YOU SHOULD REFER TO SMITH-SOLE 
CONVERSATION (MEMCON BEING REPEATED TO YOU SEPTEL) IN 
WHICH SOLE OFEERED PERSONAL VIEW THAT LATTER HALF OF MAY 
WOULD BE PREFERABLE FOR SAG. YOU SHOULD CONFIRM THAT 
AMBASSADOR SMITH WOULD BE AVAILABLE FOR TALKS DURING THAT 
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PERIOD. SINCE HE IS COMMITTED TO BE IN VIENNA FOR THE 
IAEA BOARD OF GOVERNORS MEETING JUNE 6-8, HOWEVER, HE 
WOULD PREFER TO VISIT SOUTH AERICA NEAR THE BEGINNING OF 
THE PERIOD IF THIS WOULD BE CONVENIENT TO SAG. WE ASSUME 
TALKS COULD BE COMPLETED WITHIN 2-3 DAYS. (FYI. SMITH 
COMMITTED TO OTHER TRAVEL JUNE 12-14. END EYl. 
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3. ON SUBSTANCE, IT IS OUR UNDERSTANDING, AND WE ASSUME 
THAT OE THE SAG AS WELL, THAT TALKS INVOLVING SMITH WOULD 
ADDRESS THE NUCLEAR ISSUES RAISED IN PRIME MINISTER 
VORSTER'S OCTOBER LETTER TO PRESIDENT CARTER. SMITH 
WOULD NOT BE IN A POSITION TO ENGAGE IN A SUBSTANTIVE 
EXCHANGE ON NON-NUCLEAR SUBJECTS. AS THE SECRETARY INDI- 
CATED TO BOTHA, WE WOULD WELCOME BROADER POLITICAL TALKS 
EOLLOWING SMITH'S VISIT TO SOUTH AERICA. CLEARLY, THE 
UTILITY OE THOSE TALKS WOULD BE ENHANCED BY PRIOR RESOLU- 
TION OE THE NUCLEAR QUESTIONS. 

4. IT IS OUR PREEERENCE THAT THERE BE AS LITTLE PUBLICITY 
AS POSSIBLE SURROUNDING PROSPECTIVE SMITH VISIT TO SOUTH 
AERICA. WE BELIEVE IT IS IN OUR MUTUAL INTEREST THAT 
THIS EEEORT TO RESOLVE OUR NUCLEAR DIFEERENCES BE CON- 
DUCTED AWAY EROM THE GLARE OE PUBLICITY. WE WERE PLEASED 
THAT THE EEBRUARY TECHNICAL TALKS COULD BE CONDUCTED IN 
THIS MANNER, WHICH WE RELIEVE ENHANCED THE ABILITY OF 
BOTH SIDES TO ENGAGE IN FRANK AND OPEN EXCHANGES. DE- 
PENDING ON PROGRESS ACHIEVED IN TALKS, A FINAL COMMUNIQUE 
DESCRIBING THE SCOPE OF THE TALKS, MIGHT WELL BE APPRO- 
PRIATE; THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH A COMMUNIQUE MIGHT BE 

ON THE AGENDA, IF THE SAG DESIRES. 

5. ASSUMING SAG IS NOW PREPARED TO EXTEND AN INVITATION 
TO SMITH, PLEASE CONFIRM WITH FOURIE THE SAG'S UNDER- 
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STANDING ON THE PRECEDING POINTS. WE WOULD ALSO APPRE- 
CIATE THE SAG'S CONFIRMING, AT THIS TIME, WHO IT WOULD 
PROPOSE TO INVOLVE IN TALKS WITH SMITH. 

CHRISTOPHER 

SUBJECT TEL REISSUED WITH EXDIS CAPTION PER STATE 1 17023. 
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